Gothic portal facing the street, are among
the most interesting features of this build-
ing. The Gothic doorway was taken from
the Crusader's Church of St. John at
Akka (Acre) captured by the Muslims in
1292 A.D. and brought to Cairo as a
trophy. It is rather doubtful whether this
solitary example of Gothic Architecture in-
fluenced the Architecture of the Mamlukes
in any serious manner.

THE MADRESSA OF SHEIKH
ZAYN UD-DIN YUSUF 1298 A.D.

founder of this
very beautiful tomb-madressa was Sheikh
Zayn ud-Din Yusuf who was a Sufi by
inclination. According to his funeral in-
scription he was a descendant of one of
those two members of the Ummayyad
family who escaped the sword of As-Saffa,
the first Abbaside Khalifa. This building
which is situated at the south end of the
city of Cairo is dated 1298 A.D. Since
it is much lower than the street level,

155